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My dear Friends, 
 

It is indeed a privilege being asked to address a Christmas message to you at 
this time ï and, for me, a joy to be able to use the themes suggested by this 
yearôs Christmas stamps. 
 
As you may remember, in recent years there has been some controversy over 
those themes chosen by the Royal Mail for their Christmas stamps.  I have 
had occasion to comment publicly and unfavourably on some of their choices.  
This year, however, in accordance with a recent convention of alternating 
secular and religious themes, religion and the Gospel story of the Nativity is 
very much to the fore.  Perhaps we could ensure that our purchase of 
Christmas stamps takes place every two years ï if we wish to continue to use 
stamps with a religious theme! 

 
We might say that the 2011 Christmas stamps are exceptional, not simply in concept ï they adopt the Nativity 
narratives of Matthew and Lukeôs Gospels ï but in design, they are beautifully engaging and colourful renditions of 
that incredible, wonderful story of the birth of Jesus Christ, God made man.  This series of stamps tell that story and 
I believe it is one which our society needs to hear today more than ever before. 
 
For me the stamps which we will use more frequently over the next few weeks, the 2

nd
 class stamp and the 1

st
 class 

stamp, give us the basic facts of just what happened at the first Christmas.  Those basic facts are contained in the 
two quotations from St Matthewôs Gospel, which remind us that Mary will give birth to a son who must be named 
Jesus;  and that this miraculous birth fulfils the prophesy in the Old Testament that a son will be born called 
Immanuel, a name which means óGod is with usô.  
 
As we think of these words, we realise something of the love of God for his people in giving them his son ï and we 
realise the wonder of that message that son is God and was and is still with us.  And perhaps, like Mary, we can 
ponder further, and hopefully can thank God for our own family lives, and perhaps for the gift of children.  Hopefully, 
every child who is born is at the heart of a loving home ï and if there is anything we can do to ensure that continues 
in our own family circle, we must, of course, try to do so.  A further cause for thought might be the news recently 
released that the population of our world has reached 7 billion.  I wonder if each and every life is valued as it should 
be? 
 
The other three stamps continue the Christmas message, with further quotations from St Matthewôs Gospel  and St 
Lukeôs Gospel. 
 
We are reminded of the birth of the baby and the child being laid in a manger because there was no room for them 
in the inn.  We can think again of the message of his birth being brought to shepherds watching their flocks and told 
to rejoice at this news.  And then there is recounted the story of the wise men being led by a star to the place of the 
birth and of their rejoicing ówith exceeding great joyô. 
 
We can also apply this account to our own lives as best we can.   
 

 

A WORD FROM THE CARDINAL 
 


