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As you will realise, it has been a difficult Christmas time for us all with the adverse 

weather conditions.  However, hopefully, now things will be back to normal for our 

immediate preparations for the season of Lent! 

As you know, I was privileged to be able to spend the second week of January in Haiti with our Scottish 

Catholic International Aid Fund, visiting their projects there in that difficult country.  In addition, I was able 

to concelebrate the National Commemorative Mass marking the first anniversary of the earthquake which 

destroyed approximately 250,000 lives and left more than 1¼ million people homeless.  It is indeed a 

tragedy of outstanding proportions and SCIAF will again be supporting Haiti as part of its Lenten Campaign. 

RCIA and Lenten Station Masses: 

The list for the Lenten Station Masses this year has already been sent round to each parish.  I remind you 

that Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 9 March 2011; and the First Sunday of Lent is Sunday 13 

March 2011 – with the Rite of Election taking place in St Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh at 3.00 

pm.  As you are aware, the Rite of Election is important to our whole Archdiocese as we celebrate the new 

life and the new growth of our Church with our Catechumens for Baptism and Candidates for full reception 

into our Church. 

There will be a first retreat experience for Catechumens and Candidates from parish RCIA groups around 

our Archdiocese on Saturday 19 February 2011 at Gillis Centre.  This is an excellent opportunity for those 

who have journeyed together to network with others across the diocese and to share their experience of 

conversion.  This will be led by Sr. Kathleen Curran and Juliet McKellaig of the Epiphany group.   

I have arranged for the Lenten Station Masses this year to take place in the larger central churches in our 

Archdiocese to link in with my own thanksgiving for my Silver Jubilee as a Bishop – aware, as I was that not 

everyone who wished to be at the Thanksgiving Mass in our Cathedral would be able to be present. 

May God indeed bless you all at this time.  Having welcomed the birth of Christ, let us now enter ever more 

closely into sharing his public life, aware of our own call to profess our Christianity and welcome those who 

wish to journey with us along the way through the welcome which we extend at Lent to the Catechumens 

and Candidates.   

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 

A WORD FROM THE CARDINAL 
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 THEOLOGY FOR CATECHESIS SERIES CONTINUES:  
 

 
Word of God 
Five deaneries have participated in the series. The workshops are continuing in the following places: 
 

Date Time Place 

Tuesday 1st February 2011 7.00pm – 9.00pm Gillis Centre, Edinburgh 

Monday 7th February 2011 7.00pm-9.00pm St. Francis Xavier’s, Falkirk 

 

Hours of God 
This 2 hour workshop is the third in the series of Theology for Catechesis for Catechists and Teachers, exploring 
the Catholic approach to prayer and liturgy. Whether prayer is expressed in words or gestures it is the whole 
person who prays. This tradition of prayer is supported by certain rhythms for praying intended to nourish 
continual prayer, such as morning & evening prayer, grace before & after meals, and Sunday gathering for the 
celebration of the Eucharist. The cycle of liturgical prayer and the great feasts will also be explored. 
 

Deanery Date Place Time 

St. Mary’s Deanery Monday 7th March 2011 St. Peter’s, Livingston 7-9pm 

St. Margaret & St. 

Andrew’s Deanery 
Monday14th March 2011 

St. Gabriel’s, 

Prestonpans 
7.30-9.30pm 

St. Mungo & St. 

Ninian’s Deanery 

Tuesday 22nd March 

2011 

St. Francis Xavier, 

Falkirk 
7-9pm 

St. Giles Deanery 
Monday 28th March 

2011 
Gillis Centre, Edinburgh 7-9pm 

 

Bookings are now being taken, please e-mail yvonne.fleming@staned.org.uk to register or call 0131 
623 8903. 
 
 
 
 

19th February 2011 at the Gillis Centre, Edinburgh from 10.30am – 3.30pm     
 

Just before Lent, this is a retreat day for all those in the Archdiocese who are preparing to become Catholics at 
Easter: Catechumens preparing for Baptism, Confirmation and Reception of the Eucharist and also for adults who 
will be Confirmed in our faith. You will be given time to reflect on your journey of faith thus far, to meet others who 
are on the journey, to encounter God in prayer and reflection, to rest in his presence. Sponsors and RCIA team 
members may also wish to participate in this day as we journey together. There is a suggested donation of £5 per 
person for this day to cover costs.   
 
Led by Sr. Kathleen Curran U.J. & Juliet McKellaig   
 
Participants must register for a place before 14

th
 February, please e-mail yvonne.fleming@staned.org.uk 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

Retreat Day for Catechumens & Candidates 

mailto:yvonne.fleming@staned.org.uk
mailto:yvonne.fleming@staned.org.uk
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GROWING INTO SILENCE – RECOMMENDED LENTEN BOOK 

This year the Cardinal’s Archdiocesan Recommended Lent Book is ‘Growing Into Silence’ following on from the 

highly successful BBC Program ‘The Big Silence’, which generated a huge amount of interest around the country. 

The book is a resource with various prayer exercises which can be used in the 6 weeks of Lent by individuals or 

groups. A guideline for group leaders is available for those who wish to lead a Reading Group. We have a stock of 

these books at £5 per copy Parishes who order 15 or more copies will receive a 10% discount.  For more 

information about the book visit the website www.growingintosilence.com 

Please place your orders before Lent with yvonne.fleming@staned.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

 
 
EVERY IDEA IS A RESPONSIBILITY: 
Wednesday 2

nd
 February, 2

nd
 March & 6

th
 April – 2.00pm – 4.00pm at the Gillis Centre, Edinburgh  

 
These workshops are for those providing pastoral support in parishes, they have a focus on how churches can 
help people affected by various social factors. 

  
LEADING FUNERAL RITES: 
Wednesday 2

nd
 & 9

th
 February – 7.15pm – 9.15pm at Ss. Ninian & Triduana, Edinburgh 

 
This training offers two workshops providing instruction for lay people who have been invited to lead Funeral Rites 
in their Parish.  
 
For more information or to register for any of the above contact: 
Maureen McEvoy on maureen.mcevoy@staned.org.uk or 0131 623 8915. 
 
 

 
  
 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY TRAINING COURSE: 
September 2011 – 2014  

 
This course is a must for those involved in leading Youth Ministry and also Catholic Teachers.  This three year 
training course will equip you with a renewed vision, empowered to facilitate evangelisation and outreach to and 
with the young people in your community.  You will learn the principles of pastoral care, prayer, worship and 
valuable skills for Christian leadership.   

 
WORLD YOUTH DAY: MADRID  
11 – 23 August 2011 

 
A group of 50+ young people from the Archdiocese will travel to this great event to celebrate their faith with young 
people from all over the world in the presence of Pope Benedict XVI.  There are still a few places available and 
you should get in touch as soon as possible if you are interested.  Closing date for applications is the 4

th
 February.  

Please continue to pray for the success of this special pilgrimage and for our young people and their leader’s 
world wide as they begin to prepare. 
 
For more information or to register for a training course please contact: 
Anne McEvoy on anne.mcevoy@staned.org.uk or 0131 623 8917. 
 

Social Care 

Youth Ministry 

http://www.growingintosilence.com/
mailto:yvonne.fleming@staned.org.uk
mailto:maureen.mcevoy@staned.org.uk
mailto:anne.mcevoy@staned.org.uk
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JUST CHURCH – TRAINING FOR TRAINERS: 
Saturday 26

th
 February – 10.00am – 4.30pm, Gillis Centre, Edinburgh 

 
Become a representative for the Archdiocese and gain valuable skills as a trainer for the Just Church Training 
Course.  On completion of the course you will join a pool of trainers as they deliver the Just Church Course across 
the diocese.  Great Opportunity.   

 
FAITH & POLITICS: 
Saturday 5

th
 February – 10.00am – 1.00pm, Lauriston Jesuit Centre, Edinburgh 

 
A fantastic opportunity to come along and prepare for forthcoming elections and plan how to meet with 
parliamentary candidates.  Our special guest speaker is the Rt. Hon. John Battle former MP for Leeds West.  
There will be an opportunity for Justice and Peace Group Reps to meet following this event.  

 
 
 10th Anniversary of Eco-Congregation Scotland – Annual Gathering 2011 
 5

th
 March 2011 10am – 3.30pm at Allan Parish Church Halls, Kier St, Bridge of Allan FK9 4QJ. 

 To register for this event contact Scotland@ecocongregation.org.uk before 16
th

 Feb.  

 
More information on NETWORK MEETINGS is available from: 
http://www.ecocongregation.org/scotland/edinburgh.html 

 
For more information or to register for any of the above courses contact: 
Miriam McHardy on Miriam.mchardy@staned.org.uk or 0131 623 8922 
 
 
 
 
 

An Introduction to the Heart of the World's Religions 
10 Week Evening Course – begins 7th February 2011  
St John's Church Hall, Lothian Road  

  For more information: www.eifa.org.uk 

  

 Holocaust Memorial Day 
 27 January 2011 at 7pm 
 For more information: www.lauriston.org.uk 
 

 
 New Dawn Catholic Family Conference 2011 (and Youth Festival) 
 4

th
 – 8

th
 July, Madras College, St. Andrews 

 For more information on this event: www.newdawninscotland.com 

 

 
NEXT E-bulletin:  
If you have any forthcoming items about pastoral events in the Archdiocese and would like them in the next e-

bulletin please send them by email to patricia.carroll@staned.org.uk by Monday 14th February 2011 

Justice & Peace 

Around the Diocese…… 

mailto:Scotland@ecocongregation.org.uk
http://www.ecocongregation.org/scotland/edinburgh.html
mailto:Miriam.mchardy@staned.org.uk
http://www.eifa.org.uk/
http://www.lauriston.org.uk/
http://www.newdawninscotland.com/
mailto:patricia.carroll@staned.org.uk

